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the way to undreamed of glory both for herself
and for a united Germany.

The first step was to induce the King to rid
himself of the advisers who had helped to bring
things to such a pass. Baron Stein, the head of
the reformers, did not hesitate to brand publicly
the King's favourites Lombard, Haugwitz, and
Beyme as shameless and inefficient, as liars and
rouSs. Himself made prime minister and virtual
dictator as the one man who could still save the
state, Stein practically put an end to the old
cabinet regime.

The next step was to pay enough of the war
indemnity to make the French consent to leave
Prussian territory. Napoleon seemed insatiable.
His original demand of 73,000,000 francs soon
rose to 154,000,000 and, by a sort of jugglery,
after 140,000,000 had been paid and revenues
to the amount of 60,000,000 had been seized, the
amount due was still placed at 140,000,000!
Napoleon declared himself in 1809 that he had
drawn a full billion from Prussia, which included
of course the support of his troops. We must
remember that the whole population of Prussia
at this time was but about four and a half million
people.

The economies practised would have seemed
impossible a little earlier. The burden fell on
one and all and the hardships endured, as may
well be imagined, gave nourishment to the ever-
growing hatred of Napoleon. Salaries and pen-